THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

the shores and islands of the Red Sea,1 was
described by the Egyptians as being inhabited
by serpents. According to an ancient papyrus,
translated by Golenischeff, the chief of Puanit,
who was a great serpent, told an Egyptian ship-
wrecked mariner that in four months a ship
would arrive from his country, and that after a
two months' voyage he would reach his home.2
There must, therefore, have been a regular trade
between Egypt and this country of serpents,

In the kingdoms of Western and Central Africa,
except where it had been displaced by Mohamme-
danism, Sun and Serpent worship existed, in a
very barbarous form, down to our own times, and
is hardly yet extinct. The Ju-ju or Fetish cere-
monies, in these countries, were really the worship
of the Sun and the Serpent, and of deified kings
and ancestors.0

Here the human sacrifices, and other horrors,
were on a scale unknown in other parts of the
world, except perhaps in Mexico, The serpent,
the tortoise, and other totems of the Solar race,
*were held sacred.4 No important business was
undertaken without a sacrifice to the serpent,
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